
POLICY         323             
                  INSTRUCTION 

 
SCHOOL CEREMONIES AND OBSERVANCES 

 
RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES 
There shall be no school-sponsored prayer or other religious exercises at school events.  The District shall not 
prevent or otherwise deny participation in constitutionally protected prayer in the public schools as set forth 
in federal guidelines. 
 
No public funds may be used in any way to benefit sectarianism in the public schools.  No books, papers or 
utterances of a sectarian character shall be used except for instructional purposes in comparative education 
and in studies of history and great literature. 
 
The following types of school activities are permitted so long as they do not take on the character of religious 
devotions: 

1. Writing or analyzing literature on religious subject; 
2. Playing, singing and presentation of music which is religious in its inspiration or origin; 
3. Performance of drama which deals with religious history or which is religious in its content; 
4. Production or exhibition of art work dealing with religious themes; 
5. Recognition of significant religious holidays by declaring school vacations or by sponsoring 

activities which acknowledge the importance of these holidays in our cultural life; 
6. Comparative studies of religion; 
7. Analyses of the Bible and other religious books as part of the study of religions; 
8. Studies of the contribution made by religion to civilization; 
9. Study of the Bible for its historic significance; 
10. Study of the Bible for its literary importance; 
11. Recitations or study of historical documents which contain references to God; and 
12. Singing of official anthems which contain references to God. 

 
UNITED STATES FLAG 
The flag of the United States of America shall be raised above each schoolhouse and at other appropriate 
places during all school sessions, weather permitting.  The flag shall be displayed in accordance with 
generally accepted practices. 
 
HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL EVENTS 
Holidays and special events may be recognized in District schools within the mores of our culture so long as 
such recognition respects the rights and feelings of all students and is consistent with law. 
 
Songs and customs which have come to us from the various ethnic and racial segments of the population may 
be used so as to broaden the awareness of District students to the contributions which each segment has made 
to the composite American culture. 
 
 
Legal Ref: 118.06(1) WSS;  Article I, Section 18, 24, and Article X, Section 3 WAC 
Cross Ref: 411.2 Accommodation of Student's Religious Beliefs 
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